
MINUTES 
OF THE LAND USE BOARD, 

 BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG,  
HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 111 RIVER STYX ROAD 

HOPATCONG, NEW JERSEY  
MARCH 15, 2016 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 7:30 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Alan Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT:  Chairman Alan Gilbert stated “that this 
meeting is held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 10:4-1 et seq. annual notice 
been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald, the New Jersey Sunday Herald and posted on the 
bulletin board maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements.” 
 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG:  Chairman Gilbert invited all present to salute the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:   The Recording Secretary called the roll. 
PRESENT: Councilman Michael Francis, Ron Jobeless, Robert Duncan, Ken 

Trumpore, Mike Rahill, and Alan Gilbert  
ABSENT: Robert Rehe, Justin Lijo, Mark Gaffney, Phillip Reilly, and Mayor Sylvia 

Petillo 
 
PROFESSIONALS  
IN ATTENDANCE: John Ruschke- Engineer  
  William Haggerty- Attorney  
  Bill Donegan- Zoning Officer 
 
ABSENT:  None 
 
MINUTES: 
No corrections or additions were made to the February 16, 2016. 
 
Robert Duncan made a motion to Approve the February 16, 2016 meeting minutes. Seconded 
by Chairman Gilbert. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Duncan, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: Jobeless, Trumpore, 
and Rahill 
 
No corrections or additions were made to the March 1, 2016. 
 
Mike Rahill made a motion to Approve the March 1, 2016 meeting minutes. Seconded by Robert 
Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Duncan, Rahill, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: Jobeless and 
Trumpore  
 
CONTINUED APPLICATION: 
NONE 
 
NEW APPLICATION: 

1. FH Velocital    Block 50002 Lot 4              Mohawk Trail 
Applicant is seeking approval for an amended site plan and variances to install a generator at 
the existing tower site. The purpose of this generator will be to provide back-up, emergency 
power to AT&T’s cellular equipment thereby insuring the local area with communication services 
during weather-related power outages and emergency situations.  Variances requested 191-5 
Site plan approval for generator, any variances required by the Land Use Board. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that the Board had received a request via email that this Application 
be continued without notice to April 5, 2016. 
 



Ron Jobeless made a motion to Continue the FH Velocital Application to the April 5, 2016 
meeting without notice. Seconded by Ken Trumpore. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions:  
 

2. IAT  Reinsurance Co. Lt- Hudson Farm Block 50002 Lot 7  270 Stanhope Sparta Rd 

Applicant is seeking approval for the installation of solar generating panels and equipment. 

Variances requested 242-10 steep slope critical areas, any variances required by the Land Use 

Board. 

 

Mr. Haggerty gave a brief overview of his understanding of the application in terms of 

classification and how he determined that the Board should treat the application as a solar farm 

and its expansion of the non-conforming use. Mr. Haggerty stated that it is a use variance, it is 

not an accessory use variance; the applicant’s notice to the public was fine as the public was 

advised that a solar farm is what is being proposed. Mr. Haggerty also mentioned that the 

application doesn’t fit well with the fee Ordinance; because the same fee is called for preliminary 

and final site plan approval. The Land Use Board can’t waive fees, only the Governing Body can 

waive or adjust fees; but the Land Use Board can make a recommendation or express their 

thoughts to the Governing Body, but the applicant would have to go to the Governing Body if the 

request were made. The applicant is coming in for preliminary and final site plan approval, but 

the application is lesser than that of a commercial establishment.  

 

Councilman Francis recused himself from the application. 

 

Debra Nicholson came before the Board as the Attorney for the applicant. 

 

Ms. Nicholson stated that the applicant is here for a solar farm application to benefit both the 

community and the environmental aspects of Hudson Farm. 

 

Steven Polanish (COO of Hudson Farm), John Hansen (Engineer/Planner), Todd Okesen (solar 

expert) and Daniel Flynn (Engineer whom primarily prepared the plans) were all sworn in by Mr. 

Haggerty and proceeded to give their credentials and qualifications. 

 

Exhibit A-1 colorized picture of the plans was marked. 

Exhibit A-2 was marked as a seven page key of A-1. 

 

Ms. Nicholson informed the Board that they had the checks written for the escrow and the 

application fee, but an access road fee was added so whatever is decided in regards to the 

amount, it will get delivered in the correct amount; it is an ongoing circumstance. 

 

Mr. Flynn gave a brief overview of the subject lot; stating that the lot is approximately 340 acres 

and the project area is approximately 6.5 acres with about 149,000 square feet of disturbance 

associated with the development with the panels. It is necessary for this amount of land 

disturbance so that the sunlight can hit the panels. This location was chosen because it is at a 

high knoll, it is south facing, it is hidden from view, it can’t be observed from the interior of the 

farm or Bear Pond, it is about 575 feet to the closest dwelling off of Maxim Drive, and is about 

690 feet to the dams on Bear Pond. Mr. Flynn stated that the access road that they intend to 

use is existing on Maxim Drive and they have applied for a County Site Plan. They will get a 

road opening permit and they will abide by the traffic control standards that the County sets for 

temporary access permit to that road. The area will need to be logged; in this case they will not 

be removing the stumps unless it is in line with a panel. The objective is low impact and to use 

light equipment. The topography is not intended to be changed. The storm water runoff will be 

managed through a series of infiltration trenches; and if the trenches were to fail, all of the runoff 

would be contained to Hudson Farm. 

Ms. Nicholson asked Mr. Flynn if he was able to comply with all the terms and conditions within 

the report provided by the Board’s engineer.  

 



Mr. Flynn stated that they are able to comply and will submit revised plans, that nothing seemed 

to be major. 

 

Mr. Ruschke informed Mr. Flynn that the Borough does have a tree Ordinance which requires 

that every tree be identified (and the species to be identified) as well as replacement. If the 

Board choses that requirement can be waived. 

 

Ms. Nicholson stated that there was going to be a forest management plan. 

 

Chairman Gilbert stated that the forest management plan would have to include a tree 

inventory. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that the farm already consults with a tree company that does markings and this 

area will be done in the same exact manor, so they will comply with the Ordinance. 

 

Chairman Gilbert stated that he would have liked to see the report (in regards to the tree 

inventory) before the project began not after it was complete. Chairman Gilbert further stated 

that he and Mr. Trumpore walked the property and they noticed that a lot of the trees are 

already rotted and already down; and it was difficult to visualize the area being cleared in order 

for the sun to hit the panels. There are still a substantial number of trees that are going to be 

disturbed. Chairman Gilbert reinforced that he would like to see a tree inventory before the 

project begins. 

 

Ms. Nicholson stated that they respectfully request that it be a condition of approval that the 

Board would grant subject to review of the Board’s professionals so that there wouldn’t be a 

need to return before the Board for a hearing and so that permits could be issued. 

 

Mr. Haggerty asked if 100 foot clearing for the access area was required. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that is the only way to get the timber out of that area. 

 

Mr. Ruschke asked if they could limit the 100 foot clearing and just minimize. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated they could reduce it down to 50-60 feet; and they have no problem complying. 

 

Mr. Ruschke briefly discussed the visual concerns/impact of the neighboring properties. 

 

Mr. Flynn explained the vantage points of each photo:  

 Image 1 – Standing on the dock looking in northerly direction toward that vacant land on 

their lot. 

 Image 2 – Taken at the spillway, in wooded area. 

 Image 3 – Taken from the earth and berm. 

 Image 4 – Taken on the other side of the island, looking north, the other earth and berm 

that detains Bear Pond. 

 Image 5 – Taken on the southerly side of the island, nearly 900 feet from the solar area. 

 Image 6 – Taken from the cove, runoff from the road goes into the lake. 

 Image 7 – Taken from the rock cliff. 

 

Mr. Ruschke stated that image 7 is most representative of the visual impact; you may see some 

modification of cutting the higher trees down. 

 

Ms. Nicholson had Mr. Okesen come before the Board. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that his company was hired to construct the system, go through the 

permitting phases, the engineering and electrical phases, go through the JCP&L interconnection 

phases and also register the system with the State of New Jersey.  Mr. Okesen stated that all 

the permits were in the works. 

 



Mr. Ruschke asked if this was sized to accommodate the current usage on the farm, in that this 

would not be oversized and put energy into the grid. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that was correct and further stated that the interconnection rules stated by 

JCP&L allows you to design a system called behind the meter project (which means they are 

hooking into the Hudson Farm electrical system). They allow up to 100% annual usage, and 

then they look at the system design aspect. This will offset 100% of the Hudson Farm energy 

usage from the electrical standpoint. 

 

Chairman Gilbert confirmed that no excess energy would be put back into the grid. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that was correct and further explained that there is a bidirectional meter 

which allows any excess power to be put on the grid, but it has to be used by Hudson Farm on 

an annual basis. Mr. Okesen stated that they are not selling the energy; it is not a commercial 

farm. 

 

Mr. Ruschke asked Mr. Okesen to describe the disturbance in the access road area. 

 

Mr. Okesen gave a brief explanation on the materials (helical screws approximately four to five 

feet in size sitting about six inches above ground) used as well as the installation of the solar 

panels. Mr. Okesen explained their layout with the conduit due to the rocky terrain as well as the 

installation of an additional JCP&L pole. 

 

Mr. Duncan asked for clarification of the10.3 foot screws on page 6 of 6 on the site plan. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that had been revised since it was submitted. 

 

Mr. Flynn explained that there will be a whole set of electrical plans, and there will be more 

detail on those plans. 

 

Mr. Ruschke clarified that the applicant’s site plan will be amended to accommodate their 

testimony regarding the screws and the conduit. 

 

A brief discussion ensued about the disturbance and the tree removal for the sun to cover the 

panels. 

 

Mr. Duncan asked if these panels cover any expansion of the farm, for example if they were to 

build two more buildings. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that unfortunately JCP&L won’t allow overbuilding, they would have to show 

the usage; and they would have to wait an entire year to come back. 

 

Mr. Duncan asked if the wire structure was set up so that if they did want to add on in the future, 

it would accommodate it. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that if they wanted to add onto it, they would have to do some up-sizing on 

some of the wires, which they commonly do. 

 

Ms. Nicholson asked Mr. Okesen to talk about the fence that was to be installed. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that they would be installing a six-foot-high fence around the property for 

safety reasons and curious people. It will be a dark black color, so it’s not seen very well and it 

will be a vinyl chain-link fence. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that they will provide the details for the fence. 

 

Mr. Trumpore asked what the surface of the solar panels were made of. 

 



Mr. Okesen stated that they are made from a polymer that is warrantied to golf ball sized hail at 

50 miles per hour. 

 

Mr. Trumpore questioned what would happen if a child threw a rock over the fence and hit a 

solar panel. 

 

Mr. Okesen explained that if you physically break through the panel, there are three sections of 

the panel that will still work, but the damaged section will die out. 

 

Mr. Trumpore asked if there was any danger involved if this were to happen. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that there was no danger, it would not catch on fire. It is like a windshield on 

a car, it doesn’t shatter - it just bends in. 

 

Mr. Trumpore asked if there was any fire danger at all with this type of installation. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that there was no fire danger from a ground mount and further explained that 

the inverter will shut down (for five minutes) if there is a disturbance on the grid. 

 

Mr. Duncan asked how often someone goes out and inspects. 

 

Mr. Okesen explained that they have a maintenance contract with Hudson Farm, so once every 

couple of months. 

 

Mr. Duncan asked if the applicant was going to replant around the access road. 

 

Mr. Polanish explained that they would replant warm season grasses; they have a 10-year 

contract with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services which will provide this as well as forest for the 

Golden-Winged Warbler habitat that they do with the NRCS program. 

 

Chairman Gilbert asked the Board if they had any further questions or comments. Seeing 

none, Chairman Gilbert opened the application up to the public. 

 

Robert McGoldrick (31 Roosevelt Trail) was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty. 

 

Mr. McGoldrick asked the applicant’s professionals what the life expectancy of a panel was and 

what the result would be if that panel were to fail. Would the panel leak anything into the 

ground? Would the leakage be a contaminant and cause vegetation problems then causing 

rodent issues? Mr. McGoldrick also asked if the pictures were winter or summer views, and 

further stated that it looked like their plan was well thought out. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that the pictures were winter views. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that the panels are crystalline-based solar panels, which is basically sand. 

There are no environmental issues with these panels. The life expectancy is warrantied by the 

manufacturer for 25 years which is for the material. In addition, they guarantee the output which 

has a warranty for 20 years at a degrading basis at about 1.5%. 

 

Mr. McGoldrick asked what the anchors were made of. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that the racking was aluminum and the anchors were galvanized steel. 

 

Chairman Gilbert asked if anyone else from the public would like to question or comment on 

the application. 

 

Mara Modes (3 Ithanell Road) was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty. 

 



Ms. Modes expressed her concerns in regards to kids throwing rocks at the panels, deer 

jumping on the panels, and stated that there are eagles in the area. Ms. Modes stated that a six-

foot-high fence is not going to stop a deer. 

 

Mr. Okesen stated that he didn’t know how high deer could jump and further stated that with 

birds, the panels usually reflect back to the bird or scare the bird. There is testimony that they 

have put these solar panels at airports. The pilots that land these planes fly over the panels, and 

there are no reflective qualities to them. Mr. Okesen stated that he is not a bird expert, but it is 

not going to disrupt the birds in the area. Mr. Okesen further stated that the deer and the bear 

usually sit underneath the ground mounts because it’s cool and there’s shade. All of the wires 

are tucked up underneath, so nothing is hanging to disturb the animals. 

 

Chairman Gilbert asked if anyone else from the public would like to question or comment on 

the application. 

 

David Eliason(2 Aladdin Trail) was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty. 

 

Mr. Eliason expressed his concerns with the visibility of the site around Bear Pond in regards to 

the photos. Mr. Eliason explained that the Highlands Trail (which Hudson Farm provides access 

too) is a long distance hiking trail maintained by the New York/New Jersey Trail Conference that 

goes from the Hudson River to the Delaware River; and that trail might have visibility of that site. 

 

Mr. Flynn explained that he tried to take the pictures from the interior, and he tried showing that 

you couldn’t really see the site from the closest parts of the lake. 

 

Mr. Eliason agreed that in a foliage situation the visibility would be lessened. Mr. Eliason 

expressed his concern with the engineering protecting the amount of runoff from the site onto 

the neighboring properties. 

 

Chairman Gilbert stated that is taken care of in their storm water management plan. 

 

Mr. Eliason asked if lightning were to strike on the ridge/at the facility, if it would damage the 

grid for the neighboring residents potentially creating a power outage. 

 

Mr. Okesen explained that they have an equipment ground and an electrical ground. All of the 

galvanized steel is grounded at the site. If there was an electrical surge, they will shut down for 

five minutes. It will not turn back on if it does not stay within the limitations of the inverter. It will 

not back-feed. 

 

Chairman Gilbert asked if anyone else from the public would like to question or comment on 

the application. Seeing none, Chairman Gilbert brought it back to the Board.  

 

Robert Duncan made a motion to Approve the IAT Reinsurance Co. Lt- Hudson Farm 

Application (for preliminary and final site plan approval with use aspect), subject to the site plan 

amendments, subject to compliance with John Ruschke’s engineering report, subject to the 

replanting on the access road, and tree plan. Seconded by Ken Trumpore. 

 

Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: 

 

The Board briefly discussed how the application fees were determined (based on the level of 

disturbance) and that the application was for preliminary and final site plan approval. 

 

Ms. Nicholson stated that there was an additional calculation for the access road. This is 

particular circumstance didn’t fit well within the Ordinance, and this is an advisory opinion 

knowing that the Governing Body ultimately has the decision making ability, and that they would 

want input from this Board. 



The Board agreed that waiving/reducing the fee would set a bad precedence, therefore they 

chose not to make the recommendation. 

 

Ms. Nicholson requested a waiver of memorialization. 

 

Mike Rahill made a motion to waive memorialization for the IAT Reinsurance Co. Lt- Hudson 

Farm Application. Seconded by Robert Duncan. 

 

Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: 

 

ZONING OFFICER REPORT: 
NONE 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Trumpore stated that the February 2, 2016 meeting minutes were already approved, but 
there was no mention of “moving the rock wall on Reims Road back three feet from the curb 
from the driveway on Normandy Circle” on the Celusak Application. The same thing was not 
mentioned in the resolution.  
 
Chairman Gilbert asked the Secretary to make the change, and post it as amended minutes. 
 
RESOLUTION:           Hearing Date 

1. James Holanda Block 30501 L 38  10 Pickerel Pt Dr        January 19, 2016 

A motion is in order to approve a new single family home as a replacement of the burned down 

residence, a tennis court and renovation of the existing boathouse.  

Robert Duncan made a motion to Approve the James Holanda Resolution pending corrections 

made. Seconded by Ken Trumpore. 

Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: 

 

2. 38 Hopatchung Realty, LLC Block 30320 Lot 6 38 Hopatchung Rd February 16, 2016 

A motion is in order to approve the revised and amended minor site plan in a B-1 zone for 
conversion of service station into convenience store in accordance with Resolution of 
memorialization approved July 11, 2014.  
 
Ken Trumpore made a motion to Approve the 38 Hopatchung Realty, LLC Resolution pending 
corrections made. Seconded by Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Duncan, Trumpore, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: Jobeless and Rahill 

 
 

3. John Celusak Block 31613 Lot 6  9 Normandy Circle         February 2, 2016 

A motion is in order to approve the setback variances for a parking pad with stairways to access 
parking area, tiered beds for planting, retaining walls and roof overhangs. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that with the addition of moving the rock wall three feet back on Reims 
Road, Bill O’Connor does not believe that it is a lean-to or a shed, it is an addition. 
 
A brief discussion ensued about the wording. 
 
The Board agreed to hold voting on the John Celusak Resolution until April 5, 2016. 
 

4. RPC Andover, LLC Block 40001 Lot 7 173 Stanhope Sparta Rd     February 16, 2016 
A motion is in order to approve the amended site plan to permit construction of a replacement 
building for office use and outdoor storage for boats, trailers and automobiles. 



 
Robert Duncan made a motion to Approve the RPC Andover, LLC Resolution. Seconded by 
Councilman Francis. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Duncan, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions: Jobeless, Trumpore, 

and Rahill 

 
5. Anthony Tabi  Block 31602  Lot 5   503 River Styx Rd March 1, 2016 

A motion is in order to approve the variance to permit expansion of a dwelling house on a parcel 

improved with another single family home. 

 

A discussion on the multiple corrections needed for the Resolution ensued. 

 

The Board agreed to hold voting on the Anthony Tabi Resolution until April 5, 2016. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
NONE 
 
ESCROW REFUND: 
Robert Canning   Block 50506 L 1    $ 900.00 
 
BILLS:           

HATCHMOTT MC DONALD 
 

DOLAN & DOLAN 
 

NEW JERSEY HERALD 
Inv. 60280  Marshall   Block 10810 Lot 1, 10  $   7.80 

   
Ken Trumpore made a motion to approve the bills for the meeting of March 15, 2016. Seconded 
by Robert Duncan. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
 
Ayes: Councilman Francis, Jobeless, Duncan, Trumpore, Rahill, and Gilbert  
Nays: Absent:  Rehe, Lijo, Gaffney, Reilly, and Mayor Petillo Abstentions:  
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
John “Jack” Bennett was sworn in by Mr. Haggerty. 
 
Mr. Bennett asked to revisit his testimony from January 19, 2016. He stated that he was 
surprised that the Board would approve so many variances, and that George Malanga’s 
comments were omitted in the Resolution. Mr. Bennett stated that he is aware of Mrs. Demuth’s 
letter that was written to the Board as well. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated that the Board is not permitted to do anything with the letter; they can only 
receive testimony under oath. 
 
Mr. Trumpore stated that our Engineer wrote a very appropriate response letter to Mrs. Demuth. 
 
Mr. Bennett reiterated the amount of variances brought on by the tennis court, and referenced 
the Resolution stating that he didn’t believe that the tennis court was undue hardship, that it was 
a luxury. 
 
Mr. Rahill stated that it has all been approved already, so they can’t discuss it. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked if anyone else from the public had any questions or comments. 
Mara Modes (3 Ithanell Road) returned before the Board. 
 
Ms. Modes questioned the advertising signs by the Freedom Tree and asked if it was allowed. 
 
Mr. Donegan stated that the original primary signs there were permits for. 



 
Mr. Jobeless stated that it got readjusted there when they did the sidewalks, because it was on 
the other side in the curb phase. Then when they did the conduit and the lighting it now appears 
to be on the other side. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated they are good to work with, and it can be mentioned that there is some 
concern. 
 
Chairman Gilbert asked if anyone else from the public had any questions or comments. 
 
David Eliason (2 Aladdin Trail) returned before the Board. 
 
Mr. Eliason stated that reading in the Herald, the Borough has an interest in creating a firing 
range in the Natural Area Preserve and further questioned if that was a change in use and if 
they had to come before the Land Use Board. 
 
Chairman Gilbert stated that they might come before the Board for informational purposes 
only. They have the right to do with that land as they see fit, but they do not have to get the 
Board’s permission. 
 
Mr. Eliason asked if the Board addresses environmental as well as zoning issues and where the 
line is. 
 
Mr. Haggerty stated Municipal Land Use Law and Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Chairman Gilbert informed Mr. Eliason that the Board was strictly an advisory (in regards to the 
Borough’s land) and that there were previous meetings on this issue. There will be a Police 
Firing Range in that area, they are working toward that. They are working toward minimizing 
impact in terms of environmental concerns as well as sound. At some point they will bring 
information to the Board, but just to let them know. 
 
Mr. Eliason questioned re-zoning. 
 
Chairman Gilbert informed Mr. Eliason that re-zoning is done by the Governing Body. 
 
Mr. Eliason stated that he respects and thanks them for their role. 
 
After giving all persons present an opportunity to address the Governing Body, Chairman Alan 
Gilbert will request a motion to close the meeting to the public and return to the regular order of 
business. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Councilman Francis asked for a member to join Bill Donegan, Councilwoman Marie Galate, a 
member of the Environmental Commission, as well as himself to be on the Task Force for 
Vacant and Abandon Properties to which he is the Chair. 
 
Councilman Francis explained that it is difficult for our Code Officials because our current 
Ordinances don’t give them the tools to mitigate what is going on, and it is more than property 
maintenance. Task Force will sit down and decide what they are going to do, and then make 
some recommendation on legislation. 
 
Robert Duncan volunteered. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Alan Gilbert requested a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
9:17pm. 
 
Motion by:  Mike Rahill Seconded by: All      All in favor? Aye 
 
 
 
 
 
                     _____________________________ 
             Amanda Nevins 
             Land Use Board Recording Secretary 


